Montan Urban and Community Forestry Association Application
Town of Alberton, Alberton, MT
Primary Email: townofalberton@blackfoot.net
Primary Contact Person: Aaron Adams
Contact person title: Town Clerk
Contact Phone: (406)722-3404
Mailing address: PO Box 115, Alberton, MT, 59820
Tax ID 4053533; EIN 81-6001962
Secondary Contact Person
Loreen M Felstet, Mayor
509-429-0640
MayorFelstet@Proton.me

Part 2) Community Context & Need
a) What existing urban forestry components are currently in place? (tree/park board, tree ordinance, charter, Tree City USA status, etc.)
A tree committee has been formed, consisting of the Town Clerk, one public works employee, and at least two community members.
b) Who manages public trees? (public works, parks, mayor, clerk, volunteer, tree/park board)*
Public Works
c) Whether you have a tree inventory, when was it last updated and its current format? (GIS, TreePlotter, TreeKeeper, spreadsheet, paper, etc.)*
We have a tree inventory that was conducted in 2016 by the Montana Department of Natural Resources & Conservation. It is on paper and is from the iTree Streets tool.
d) Recent urban forestry activities/projects within last 5 years.*
Planted approx. 5 trees 3 years ago. We have lost 7 to 8 trees from a recent water project.

e) Any recent tree related challenges (challenges with tree board recruitment, storm damages, hazard concerns, drougth stress, signs of pests/disease)*
Recently we had a water project that resulted in removal of several trees along our main street. Community members would like them replaced, however the town does not have the funds for replacement. There are some trees in the park that are infested with wooly aphids every year and are clearly stressed as the leaves turn yellow much earlier than their neighbors. Dead aphids are visible along the trunks of the trees in the fall, and living insects are a nuisance during warmer days in the fall.
f) Primary support requested (check all that apply)*
Tree inventory
Tree care and management plan
Tree planting for species diversification
g) Additional capacity support requested (check all that apply)*
Create or update guiding documents such as a tree board charter and tree ordinance
Trainings (tree planting, small and large tree pruning, and/or tree selection)
Part 3) Project Scope, Feasibility & Impact
a) Explain why your community needs support for the activities and/or trainings for any of the procedures selected above.*
The town of Alberton had a tree inventory conducted by the DNRC in 2016. We feel we would benefit from an updated tree inventory to help us in our planning going forward. At this time our Public Works and other city staff are not trained in conducting the inventory, but they are excited about the possibility of receiving training for this to maintain the inventory in the future. In addition to the tree inventory, a tree management plan would be extremely beneficial to guide our future planning, develop a pruning/hazard tree removal schedule, identify recommended tree species for diversifying our urban forest, identify sidewalk damage, and utility conflicts. This plan will also be useful for our community and town council to understand future needs and determine if public funding is necessary. Finally, we are excited about additional training for our staff in terms of pruning large and small trees and general maintenance. This training will enable us to monitor, maintain, and continue to develop our urban forest.
b) Estimate the scale of work needed for consultant, contractor and/or tree planting support for the primary activity(ies)you selected. Typical funding amounts are between $4500-$6000 for consultation/contractor time and tree purchases. *
Cost estimate: total $4200
a. Tree inventory: $700
b. Tree care and management plan: $1500
c. Pruning: This will be conducted by our staff.
d. Hazard removal and replacement: We are mostly focused on planting trees where they have already been removed. If any trees are identified for removal, Public Works will do the work.
e. Species diversification planting: $2000. We are estimating the need to plant about 10 trees. Ideally these would be larger trees, costing approximately $150 each. Our Public Works will do the work to plant and care for the trees based on guidance from the training and the Management Plan. We would also benefit from supplies such as mulch, stakes, and fencing to protect young trees from deer browse.
c) Please list staff, volunteers, or partners who will participate in the project.
Reece Cox, Public Works; Aaron Adams, Town Clerk; Karen Wolhart, community member; Jodie Albert, community member. Calls are out for one or two additional community members to participate.
d) Explain in detail what type of training or capacity support that your staff, tree/park board, volunteers or community require. See part 2 (g) above.
Our Public Works Department has the necessary tools and means to manage our trees. Normal pruning and maintenance has been on smaller trees. When necessary, we have rented/borrowed a bucket truck for pruning larger trees. Additional training for our staff and community members would be helpful. Training for how and when to prune and general maintenance and care would be useful. Also, we would like to strengthen our community involvement through our newly established tree committee. Ideally this could be strengthened by learning about any tree board charters, tree ordinances, recruitment strategies for new members, and potential advisory roles.
e) How will you ensure the maintenance and sustainability of the project, and move towards the next step in your continuum of tree care based on this support?
With the close partnership of the town staff and community board we will work together to keep our botanical resources healthy and attractive in order to keep the Town of Alberton a wonderful place to live and recreate. To achieve this goal, Public Works staff will maintain and update the inventory into the future, the town clerk will be involved in implementation of the Management Plan and coordination/communication of maintenance needs with the town council and utility company for necessary pruning under power lines.
Certification & Signature
By signing below, I certify that the information provided in this application is accurate and that our organization/community is committed to implementing this project if awarded funding.
Aaron S Adams
